Hi and welcome back to the Climate Ride! The riders are nearing the end
of their journey, with only a week until they arrive in D.C.!
During the second to last week of the ride, they traveled from Goshen,
Indiana to Holmes County, Ohio, making stops at several communities
along the way. After leaving Goshen, the riders were accompanied by
community members for the ride to the Merry Lea Environmental Center
30 miles south of Goshen. There they spent an afternoon touring the
grounds and learning about Goshen College’s restoration and education
programs at the satellite campus.
A few days after that, the riders visited Bluffton, Ohio where they were
hosted by the family of one of the riders—Isaac Andreas—and other
members from First Mennonite Church in Bluffton. Continuing east, the
riders entered the hills of eastern Ohio. They spent the last rest day of
their trip exploring the theme of “living with the land” in the Amish
context of Holmes County.
Throughout the summer, the riders have been asking those they meet
what effects from climate change they notice in their communities. The
answers have varied between places, ranging from drought and heat in
the west to increased rain in Iowa and Illinois and unusual seasonal
patterns in Indiana and Ohio.
During an evening event at Berlin Mennonite Church in Holmes County,
the riders asked church members that question. Their answers: heavier
rains, less snow, hazy skies from forest fires farther west and a decrease
in songbirds, butterflies and fireflies. In addition, one church member
explained that seeds of crops that have always been grown in the area are
having trouble growing because of changes in seasonal heat and water
patterns that they aren’t adapted to.
While climate change can sometimes be a controversial subject to talk
about, the riders have found that asking about tangible effects on
people’s home environments is a good way to start the conversation and
learn about the ways climate change impacts individuals’ lives.
Now in the home stretch, the climate riders are preparing to welcome the
guest riders who will accompany them in the final five days of the trip.
Starting in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, the riders will be joined by a variety
of guest riders including Laura Pauls-Thomas, a representative from MCC
who will ride with them into D.C.

Theme for the week: Living with the Land.
Perspectives on food production and the natural
world
A visit with Amish farmer and writer David Kline
On their rest day in Holmes County, Ohio, the riders gathered at David
Kline’s farm to hear from the Amish author, naturalist and farmer about
his experience “living with the land.”
David has written several books including Great Possessions: An Amish
Farmer’s Journal, Scratching the Woodchuck: Nature on an Amish Farm
and Letters from Larksong. He was eager to share with the group about
farming in this area and to answer questions about everything from how

many chickens are needed to supply a family to how his Amish neighbors
respond to his writing.
David and his wife Elsie run a relatively small organic dairy farm near
Berlin, Ohio. Besides cows, they grow some field crops and have a family
garden that supplies almost all of the food for their family. In their over
fifty years of marriage, David said, he and Elsie have never bought meat,
chicken milk or eggs from a store because they produce it all
themselves.
David has been a farmer all his life, and he has developed a deep
connection with the land he farms. “We’re tied to the land by the rhythm
of the seasons,” David said. He explained that for the Amish, the
connection to the seasons is also integrated into their churches. ...

Continue reading the full story on this event here...
And read the stories, or watch recordings, from other past events here...

Isaac Alderfer "We may live in a world of wounds, but that does not mean we should
be hopeless. We have surely proven that humans can be a destructive force, but I
also know that we have the potential to heal our harms.."
Vanessa Gardiner "I enjoyed getting to know my teammates, meeting new people
and learning about different opinions and perspectives on climate change. I also
enjoyed traveling to see different parts of the country and appreciating nature’s
beauty. "

Read the full reflections here

You're Invited...

To the last townhall of the trip as riders reach their destination!

“Moving the Story: Riders Reflections on the Journey”
Wed., July 28, 7pm (Eastern Time); Hyattsville Mennonite Church, Hyattsville,
Maryland. Join in person or watch the livestream. See details here.
What did the riders see, hear, and otherwise experience during this 2 month
journey?! Join a panel of riders who will look back on their journey with stories
and insights.
And, come to hear about their meetings with Senators and Representatives
earlier in the day, as they took their stories and message to members of
Congress and their staff.
You can help advocate for action on climate change too! Join your voice
with those of the climate riders by writing to your Senators and Representatives
asking for clean energy and better infrastructure for all.

"Despite the damage to the land that my education
and curiosity leads me to see, it also gives me the
ability to see a lot of beauty and hope in the world
too."
Climate Rider Isaac Alderfer, reflecting on how riders have learned to see the
land.

Follow us on social media! (#CSCSClimateRide)

www.sustainableclimatesolutions.org
Center for Sustainable Climate Solutions
1200 Park Road, Harrisonburg, Virginia 22802
cscs@sustainableclimatesolutions.org
Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list
Copyright © 2018 Center for Sustainable Climate Solutions, All rights reserved.

