On the fifth week of the Climate Ride, the riders traveled from Lincoln,
Nebraska to Iowa City, Iowa. Now that the riders are in the second half of
the trip and have entered the midwest, their focus has shifted toward
more community engagement and events. The trend began in Lincoln
where they had their first in-person event (with an audience) followed by a
community ride the next day.
In Lincoln, the riders stayed at First Mennonite Church where they
learned about the church’s Foodnet program which helps feed Lincoln
residents by keeping food out of the dumpsters. Once a week, church
members pick up expired food from local grocery stores and distribute it
to community members. The riders arrived at the church on pick-up day
which meant they got to enjoy a lunch spread from the day’s round.
A panel event with local leaders and climate riders finished out the day.
The next morning, the riders were joined by church members who rode
with them for varying distances to get a peak into their lives and continue
conversations.

“What is our call to climate justice?” townhall;
Lincoln, Nebraska
Over 60 people gathered on the lawn of First Mennonite Church in Lincoln,
Nebraska, on July 1 to meet the climate riders and hear from local politicians
about what they are doing to confront climate injustices. At the first in-person
event of the Climate Ride, the four panelists, including two riders and two local
leaders, discussed the ways they answer the question “what is our call to
climate justice?”
Bennie Shobe, a member of Lincoln’s city council, shared about the city’s
recent climate initiatives. Lincoln passed a climate action plan this spring, and
Bennie looks forward to following through with projects like switching the city’s
vehicle fleet to hybrids, installing solar panels on city buildings and helping
community members make buildings more energy efficient.
Not everyone in Nebraska is on the same page about climate change, Bennie
said, but he believes the key is meeting people where they’re at. “You have to
approach people where they really care,” he said, “and in Nebraska it’s
water.” ...

Continue reading the full story on this event here...
And read the stories, or watch recordings, from other past events here...

Micah Buckwalter "About a week ago, one rider presented ideas for reducing
personal carbon footprints based on the fact that the greatest indicator of an
individual’s footprint is their level of income. He asked us if we would consider
choosing downward mobility rather than trying to climb the economic ladder. Would
we be fine with living a harder life than our parents?"

Read the full reflections here

You're Invited
...to our next townhall in Goshen, Indiana. Join in person or watch the
livestream. See details here.
Wed., July 14, 6pm (Eastern Time); Fidler Pond Park, Chiddister Pavilion,
Goshen.

“How can and should churches respond to
climate change?”
Panelists:
Doug Kaufman, CSCS Director of Pastoral Ecology
Sibonokuhle Ncube, Brethren in Christ, Zimbabwe
Amy Huser, Hoosier Interfaith Power and Light
Leah Thill, from the former Solarize Northern Indiana
Sierra Ross Richer, CSCS climate rider
Isaac Andreas, CSCS climate rider
Jonathon Schramm, (moderator), Merry Lea Environmental Learning Center,
Goshen College

CSCS Partners

One the main goals of CSCS is to build networks, and one way we do that is to
work with many good partners. One of the strategic partners we work closely
with is Mennonite Creation Care Network (MCCN), who can also provide you
with many great resources on creation care in the church.
CSCS and MCCN partnered together on a seminar for the MCUSA
convention which offered a diverse set of Mennonite voices the chance to talk
about a question that was important to them when they think about Anabaptists
responding to climate change. See that insightful collection of short videos
here.
Among those responding was Doug Kaufman, CSCS Director of Pastoral
Ecology, who gave his perspective on the question "Why don't people care

more about climate change?" Hear more from Doug and other panelists at the
Goshen townhall panel this coming Wednesday (July 14)!

"Maybe riding your bike to and from work or even to get

groceries is less comfortable then the cars our parents use, but
it is also very rewarding and by no means reduces your quality
of life."
Climate rider Micah Buckwalter

Follow us on social media! (#CSCSClimateRide)
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