This past week the Climate riders passed the halfway point of the trip: 30
days and 2,050 miles down. After leaving the Black Hills last week, the
mountains are over for a while, but the challenges are not. The group’s
first week in the midwest was full of new challenges including storms,
busy roads, mechanical issues and lots of flat tires from goat head
thorns. Adaptability, perseverance and teamwork have been key in
making it through each day.
On the group’s first day in Nebraska, a massive rainstorm combined with
endless goat head punctures forced the group to take a day off to
regroup, fix all of their gear and get their bikes back in riding condition.
The setback meant they would need to make up the distance later on in
the week by riding through part of their next rest day.
After completing two more centuries, becoming experts at changing flat
tires and overcoming many mechanical and other setbacks, the riders
made it to First Mennonite Church in Lincoln on Thursday in time for
lunch with the congregation. Even a half rest day is appreciated, and the
riders are extremely thankful for the food, conversations, showers and a

chance to do laundry before moving on into the next state, Iowa, the next
day.
At the beginning of the trip, one of the trip leaders, David Landis, told the
riders that by the end of the trip, the riding itself would be the easy part of
the experience. This week it became clear that he was right. Learning to
problem solve, work together, overcome obstacles and work for the good
of the group are all important lessons that the riders are getting to
practice on a daily basis. Jokes and laughter keep spirits up and make
the work fun.

Theme for the past week: Racial Equity and Environmental
Justice : Learning from Communities of Color.
Over seventy participants joined the climate riders by zoom on their rest
day in Crazy Horse, South Dakota last week for a webinar with Sarah
Augustine who recently published the book “The Land is Not Empty:
Following Jesus in Dismantling the Doctrine of Discovery.”
Sarah, a member of the Pueblo (Tewa) Nation, is a Mennonite author and
activist who lives in Washington on the Yakima reservation. She is the
founder and cochair of the Dismantling the Doctrine of Discovery
Coalition and the executive director of the Dispute Resolution Center of
Yakima and Kittitas Counties.
The topic of the webinar was: “How are indigenous land rights and the
doctrine of discovery connected to climate change?”
The way Sarah sees it, in the world there are systems of death and
systems of life. Systems of death are extractive, industrial, short-sighted
and greedy. They are based on the idea that “the end justifies the means
even though the means are destroying our ability to live on this earth.”
Systems of life, on the other hand, are all of the natural systems,
including soil, water and air, that humans and other species rely on for
survival. Right now, “every life support system on earth… is in decline,”
Sarah said. And, we must realize that “we are not separate from
(creation), we are part of it.”

Continue reading about this event here....
Watch a recording of the webinar here....

Greta Lapp Klassen "Grace and empathy aren’t as scarce as we think they are, and
together we can fill the world with abundance and beauty, if we only stop to ask for
help."
Elizabeth Miller "And it doesn’t seem so long or daunting or such a waste of time
anymore to spend a day cycling instead of rushing there faster. Perhaps the visit
would be that much sweeter because of the effort I gave to arrive."
Isaac Andreas "Dear Wind, You are my fickle friend. At times I so admire you; at
others I curse your very breath. When I ride with you I see every blade of grass and
leaf cheer us along."

Read the full reflections here

CSCS Resources

The climate riders' stay at First Mennonite Church in Lincoln, NE was the first of
many church visits the group will be making now that they are entering
transitioning out of the sparsely populated west, into the midwest and eastern
US. CSCS works with congregations in a number of ways, including providing
resources such as the Creation Care Action Plans, created by Climate Futures
Fellow Katie Isaac in 2020. Download these plans for your church at the CSCS
website.

"...there's no way I can do any meaningful action or climate justice
without doing it in community, grounded with people who can
encourage me"
Climate rider Samantha Lioi at the Lincoln NE townhall in response to the
question "What motivates and what inspires you to work on this issue"

Follow us on social media! (#CSCSClimateRide)
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