"Living with the land" will be the theme of our stay in the Amish country of
Holmes County, Ohio.
We will arrive in Millersburg on July 19 and will spend part of the day with David
Kline, an Amish author, naturalist and farmer from the area. Kline has written
books such as Scratching the Woodchuck: Nature on an Amish Farm; Great
Possessions: An Amish Farmer’s Journal and Letters from Larksong. We
will visit David's organic farm to learn about sustainable agriculture from
an Anabaptist perspective.
In Millersburg, we will be hosted by members of Berlin Mennonite Church
and other community members.
On the morning of July 21, we will head out on the last stretch of our ride from
Ohio to DC. Part of this time will be spent with a number of additional riders
who will make the trek with us from Pittsburgh to the finish.

Meet the riders

Isaac Alderfer
Isaac Alderfer is the events coordinator for the Climate Ride. A junior, environmental
science major at Eastern Mennonite University, Isaac was the CSCS ambassador for
his campus this year. That experience helped him discover his passion for facilitating
engagement around climate issues.
Isaac competes in cross country and track at EMU, is involved in researching stream
water quality with one of his professors and is a barista at a coffee shop. In his free
time, Isaac likes to spend time outside, often accompanied by a camera, binoculars
or a notebook. “I really love anything that happens in the mountains, woods, or on
the water,” he said.
Isaac, who grew up in Broadway, Virginia, wanted to join the climate ride because
biking across the country had been on his bucket list for a long time and because
“having the chance to do that while also advocating for action and policy changes for
the climate is an incredible opportunity I couldn’t turn down.”
When thinking about climate change, Isaac said: “I love wildlife and appreciating
delicate balancing acts in nature, and the thought of those unraveling and even

disappearing is where I feel some of the most pain.” He finds hope in the words of
Author Robin Wall Kimmerer: “I choose joy over despair. Not because I have my
head in the sand, but because joy is what the earth gives me daily and I must return
the gift.”

Tyler Goss
Tyler Goss is the assistant leader for the Climate Ride. Tyler, who has roots in
Richmond, Virginia, currently lives in Harrisonburg where he is in charge of campus
activities at Eastern Mennonite University and oversees a residence hall as a
residence director.
Tyler comes from the Church of the Brethren side of the Anabaptist pond and has
spent many years serving the church in various capacities while also diving into the
art of conflict transformation.
Tyler loves to try new things, has an irrational fear of balloons, and strives to live into
the motto of "fun people can have fun doing anything."

In the face of climate change, Tyler gets hope from the college students he works
with. “(I) continually see ways that the younger generations are always thinking about
what we can do better for the environment,” he said. “That’s what they talk about.”
Tyler is looking forward to learning from the other riders and various communities he
will encounter on the trip. He is excited to spend a summer immersed in the world of
environmental justice all while trying to avoid chafing.

Tyler Goss: "This bike ride, for me, is not about reducing my carbon
footprint or even really about encouraging others to be more “green.”
Instead, this Climate Ride is about falling in love with the land and people
that make up this "home” of ours."
Read Tyler's complete reflection here.

Thank you for following along! See you in the update next week!

Subscribe to the Climate Ride Newsletter!
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