Save the date!
Join us virtually for the first townhall of our trip on May 30 at 5 pm Pacific time
(6/7/8 MT/CT/ET).
In the panel discussion titled “Moving the Story on Climate Change, Our
Obligation to Respond," we will ask the questions: What motivates people to
respond to climate change? And, what should the climate riders be asking
communities along their journey?
Throughout the trip, townhalls will serve as spaces of dialogue between riders,
local climate activists and community members on different climate-related
themes. The panelists at the first townhall in Seattle, Washington will be
climate riders Greta Lapp Klassen and Caleb Schrock-Hurst, Grist journalists
Kate Yoder and Daniel Penner, and a member of Seattle Mennonite
Church, Elaine Hickman.
We invite you to join us for a thought-provoking hour of conversation around
what we can do to move the story on climate change (full event flyer here).
This event will be strictly virtual. You can register for the zoom event here. For
a full list of townhalls and other CSCS Climate Ride events, click here.

Event Spotlight: Goshen, Indiana

Goshen, Indiana, which is home to one of CSCS's core partners, Goshen
College, will be the location of one of our four keystone events. Here, we will
focus on the Church’s response to issues of climate change and take a look
at sustainable land management and green energy initiatives.
We will arrive in Goshen on the evening of July 13. The next day, we will
participate in a tour of local solar-powered houses and churches, visit Clay
Bottom Farm for an introduction to sustainable agriculture, and engage in a
carbon-offsetting activity with Steve Thomas, the leader of
a Mennonite initiative to plant a million trees this decade.
At 6pm (on July 14), we will host a panel discussion open to the public with
speakers including two riders from our group; Doug Kaufman, CSCS's director
of pastoral ecology; Dr. Sibonokuhle Ncube, CSCS's Global Voices
representative and Leah Thill, the environmental planner for Michiana Area
Council of Governments.
On our final day in Goshen, local riders will be invited to join us for a bike ride
to Merry Lea, Goshen College's environmental learning center. At Merry Lea,
we will engage with some of the students from the summer program and learn
about the center's many sustainable land management and conservation
projects.

Meet a rider

Sierra Ross Richer
Sierra Ross Richer is the written communication intern for the Climate Ride. A junior
journalism major at Goshen College, Sierra is in charge of putting together the biweekly email updates (they will become weekly after this week) and will gather and
share reflections from the riders during the trip.
Sierra works for the campus newspaper at Goshen College and is an intern at the
Anabaptist World magazine. When she isn’t writing, Sierra likes to cook, go on
adventures outdoors, garden and--more recently--slackline and hacky sack. Sierra
calls Goshen Indiana home, but she has also lived in California, Peru and Ecuador
with her family.
When thinking about climate change, Sierra worries about how disconnected many
people have become from the natural world. “This planet isn’t just a planet of
humans,” she said. “So it makes me sad that we’ve gotten to this point where we’ve
created this big disaster for the entire planet because we weren’t looking out for any
of the other members of the community.”

Sierra believes her generation has a unique opportunity to make big changes to “the
way that society works, the way that people interact with each other and interact with
the environment.” She sees the climate ride as a chance to practice living into those
changes.
“I’m really excited we’ll get the chance on the trip,” she said, “(to) build our own
community… and make our own normal.”

Guest Rider: Juan Pacheco

As they ride through Indiana and Ohio, the climate riders will be joined by Juan
Pacheco, a representative from Mennonite Central Committee. Juan is the
peace and justice coordinator for MCC Great Lakes, and will be riding with the
group to learn more about climate issues in the area and relate with his
constituents.
Juan will join the riders at Indiana Dunes and ride with them until
Fredericksburg, Ohio. He said: “I'm looking forward to connecting with other
riders, but also with churches and supporters of CSCS and MCC along the
way.”

Each week during the trip, we will post reflections from a couple of the riders. In
these reflections, the riders will dig deeper into issues they are encountering,
things they are learning and ideas they are musing over as they pedal. We will
kick off this segment with a piece from Sierra.

Sierra Ross Richer: "You could say I was lost. But after months of cycling
in the countryside of northern Indiana, that prospect didn’t scare me as
much as it used to. Riding is helping me become more comfortable on the
land and helping me become less lost in another way too."
Click here to read the full piece.

Thanks for following along! We will see you next week in another update!

Subscribe to the Climate Ride Newsletter!

www.sustainableclimatesolutions.org
Center for Sustainable Climate Solutions
1200 Park Road, Harrisonburg, Virginia 22802
cscs@sustainableclimatesolutions.org
Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list
Copyright © 2018 Center for Sustainable Climate Solutions, All rights reserved.

