Events coordinator Isaac Alderfer and trip leaders Joanna Friesen and David Landis
preparing the support trailer in Harrisonburg, Virginia.

Meet the support crew!

Mary Ann and Dan Conrad

Mary Ann and Dan Conrad love to ride their tandem bicycle around the streets of
Albuquerque, New Mexico, but this summer, they are leaving their bike at home to
drive the support vehicle for the Climate Ride. Mary Ann is a retired teacher who
works part-time as the Children and Youth Ministry Associate at Albuquerque
Mennonite Church. Dan, who retired from his job as a psychiatrist last August, has
since become an artisan bread baker. Both Mary Ann and Dan describe themselves
as out-door enthusiasts and are looking forward to exploring new areas of the
country this summer and getting to know young people who care about the planet.

Event Spotlight: Washington D.C.
The final destination for the Climate Ride is Washington D.C.. We will ride into
the city on July 28 for a few culminating events. First, we will meet on the Mall
with representatives from our districts to lobby for climate action. Then later in
the day, we will hold our final panel discussion focused on the experiences of
the riders as well as the insights of Laura Pauls-Thomas, a representative from
MCC.
Our host in D.C. will be Hyattsville Mennonite Church, and here we will spend
some time resting, reflecting and enjoying our last meal together before
disbanding the next day.

Guest Rider: Laura Pauls-Thomas

Laura Pauls-Thomas will represent Mennonite Central Committee on the last
five days of the Climate Ride. The Communications and Young Adult Associate
for the East Coast region, Laura looks forward to riding along to “connect with

young adult riders as they learn about and reflect on the topic of climate
change.”
Laura, who lives in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, took up riding a few years
ago in order to “transform my daily commute to the MCC offices into something
more adventurous and eco-friendly.” She will join the riders in Pittsburgh and
ride with them into Washington D.C. where she will be a panelist at the final
townhall hosted by CSCS and MCC’s Washington Office.

Joanna Friesen (trip leader): “I love bikes; I love traveling via bicycle.
Through my past rides, I have seen how interacting with the world via
bicycle has the potential to connect me with my body and spirit, and
connect me with the landscape in a very real way.”
Greta Lapp Klassen: “How can we learn to listen to our bodies and our
earth and trust the messages that they are sending? I don’t have an
answer, but I sense that somehow, by biking across this giant landmass
that we call the United States of America, I might figure a few things out.”
Read the full reflections here.

Looking ahead
This is the last pre-trip update, but that doesn't mean it will be the last Climate
Ride email in your inbox! Starting next week, you can look forward to weekly
recap videos (linked in the email), fun photos, event reports, invitations to
interact with the riders either virtually or in person when they pass through your
area, and rider 'Reflections from the Saddle.'
See you on the road next week! In the meantime, if you've been wondering how

you can support the Climate Ride and CSCS's other programs, you can find out
how to donate below!

Donate!

CSCS depends on donations from people like you to run our programs that are
moving the needle on climate change in the Anabaptist community. Join our
community of financial supporters, and pass the word to others who want to engage
with this issue. Donate using the button above, or talk with Advancement Director
Mark Lancaster (advancement@sustainableclimatesolutions.org) for more details on
how to support our effort.
Your support is important!

Subscribe to the Climate Ride Newsletter!
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