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Ecological gardening

1/ Choosing plants that: 

-feed and shelter wildlife

-improve soil fertility

-protect clean water

2/ Redefining “beauty” as ecologically 

healthy and functional 

(instead of static and pristine)







Drawing by Anne Elise Lintelman

Why Native Plants?



Considerations

Remove invasive plants

Use straight species 

vs. cultivars

Maximize diversity

Consider ecoregion



Source: Dr. Ed Lickey, Bridgewater College



1. Species Diversity: use a variety of different plant species

2. Structural Diversity: combine plants that are different heights and shapes (trees, shrubs, 

flowers, grasses, and groundcovers)

3. Functional Diversity: include species that together provide different types of food and shelter 

throughout the season, from early spring till late fall (March-November)

4. Genetic Diversity: choose plants grown from seed instead of cuttings to increase the genetic 

pool

Four Kinds of Diversity

Source: Dr. Iara Lacher, Seven Bends Plant Nursery



Source: https://bplant.org/region/1390#map



Eastern Temperate Forest

Northern Limestone/Dolomite Valleys (Harrisonburg)

Ridge and Valley 

Northern Limestone/Dolomite Valleys





Resources:

www.plantvirginianatives.org

www.vnps.org

bplant.org

http://www.plantvirginianatives.org/
http://www.vnps.org/


Our Gardens
Photos by Anna Maria  Johnson































A story about a specialist bee at Heron Cove













The Spicebush Chronicles









































The Rusty-patched Bumblebee Story



















Heron Cove











Planting Buttonbushes








