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“Is it not enough for you to feed on the good pasture? Must you also trample the rest of your pasture with your 
feet? Is it not enough for you to drink clear water? Must you also muddy the rest with your feet?” (Ezekiel 34:18)



“Malawi’s agriculturally-based economy is particularly 

susceptible to climate change’s negative 

consequences. Already, temperature increases and 

changing precipitation patterns are harming agricultural 

growth. 

MB Malawi works to develop a strategy for combatting 

deforestation and for improving forest governance. 

Complementary site-based interventions have been 

initiated to address drivers of climate change, while also 

helping to generate livelihood opportunities for 

vulnerable households.”

Malawian Mennonite church leader









sustainableclimatesolutions.org



It is happening

It is us

It is bad

We care about it

And we can do something about it



https://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_The_Global_Risks_Report_2021.pdf



It is happening

It is us

It is bad

We care about it

And we can do something about it



HOW MUCH DO WE CARE? AND HOW MUCH ARE WE RESPONDING?

https://climatecommunication.yale.edu/visualizations-data/sassy/



Sources: CSCS Baseline Survey, weighted;

Faith, Morality & the Environment - Yale Program on Climate Change Communic.







It is happening

It is us

It is bad

We care about it

And we can do something about it



What of these actions do you feel are most effective?

Why?

HOW ARE WE RESPONDING?



Some Lessons

The trend is towards increased alarm/concern

There aren’t that many climate deniers, we're sort of past that

…but they’re vocal (and there’s more in Congress)

Who are the ‘real’ environmentalists? ("environmental belief paradox") 

What do we think of as being most effective?



Some Lessons

The trend is towards increased alarm/concern

There aren’t that many climate deniers, we're sort of past that

…but they’re vocal (and there’s more in Congress)

Who are the ‘real’ environmentalists? ("environmental belief paradox") 

What do we think of as being most effective?

Most people just want to know what they can do

Solutions have to be scalable; small changes aren’t enough

Some things are better to do than other things; expertise matters

But my caveat…I’m not saying these things are the final word on what to do!

& Assumptions



Technical/Policy

Climate Communication

Framing

Civic Engagement

SOLUTIONS



What does this tell us?  What are the most impactful things society can 

(feasibly) do?

SOLUTIONS: The Drawdown List



https://drawdown.org/solutions/table-of-solutions

https://drawdown.org/solutions/table-of-solutions


So what are the lessons here?



“There’s no one silver bullet that will fix it for us: but there is a lot of 

silver buckshot.

And the very best type of buckshot are solutions that fix other things at the same time: like 

increasing clean energy use, which grows the local economy, reduces air pollution, and 

increases energy security; reducing food waste, which also tackles hunger; and my personal 

favorite, educating women and girls, which reduces infant mortality, increases economic 

security, and allows them the freedom to choose how many children they have.”

https://www.forbes.com/sites/quora/2019/01/07/what-would-an-effective-solution-to-climate-change-look-like/?sh=58e41d5a7265



https://ourworldindata.org/emissions-by-sector





https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2020/12/15/biden-wants-halt-all-us-climate-emissions-by-2050-heres-what-that-would-

actually-take/

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/mar/15/race-to-zero-america-emissions-climate-crisis

So…electrification as a key step





https://interactive.carbonbrief.org/what-is-the-climate-impact-of-eating-meat-and-dairy/

The impact of diet changes give a range of emissions saving



https://interactive.carbonbrief.org/what-is-the-climate-impact-of-eating-meat-and-dairy/

The impact of diet changes give a range of emissions saving

Vegan

Vegetarian

Flexitarian

Healthy diet

Pescatarian

Fair and frugal

Climate carnivore

Mediterranean



Some lessons:

We need silver buckshot (so don't get stuck on just one thing...)

Electrification is a key step

There are some underappreciated impacts (that might be low-hanging fruit)

Going part-way on some measures is helpful

Questions it raises:

Does this just assume business-as-usual with consumption?

Does this ignore systemic approaches?  

Does this ignore mindset changes?



"The problem with personal carbon reduction is that awareness 

doesn't lead to action; people know about it, but they don't change."















SOLUTION: Talk about it



How do we best communicate?

SOLUTION: Communication



Sources: CSCS Baseline Survey, weighted;

Faith, Morality & the Environment - Yale Program on Climate Change Communic.



Who do we want to influence?

The deniers?

Those already alarmed/concerned?

The apathetic?

https://gimletmedia.com/shows/howtosaveaplanet/94hnzkl/the-evangelical-christians-taking-on

SOLUTION: What's the target audience?



SOLUTION: Trusted voices



Who are people going to listen to?

SOLUTION: Trusted voices



https://www.pewresearch.org/science/2016/10/04/the-politics-of-climate/#confidence-in-

scientists-and-other-groups-to-act-in-the-public-interest

SOLUTION: Trusted voices



Credit: CSCS, data from students at 7 liberal arts colleges (Mennonite)

https://www.vox.com/science-and-health/2017/5/31/15713838/inoculation-climate-change-denial

“Consensus messages don’t ask 

people to change their beliefs —

they ask them to change their 

opinion about what other people 

believe, so they’re not a direct 

threat to their identity,” says van 

der Linden. “We’ve found that 

they’re one way to get people 

more aligned on the side of 

climate science.”

To what extent do environmental scientists agree among themselves about the 

existence and causes of global warming? 

SOLUTION: Consensus messaging



https://grist.org/politics/republicans-polarization-civilian-climate-corps/?utm_campaign=Hot%20News&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=199143460&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-

9HvmDw5zi1Ppysd3xP4iX9oDiCGjIysUN7OHIBxOLkUKRC92Q2Il3cvJvoe_IsmtBfIJJe3Flx-hoNZCaiDtezQ6P3KjzEY0KQcO31CRypOtx0Fnw&utm_content=199143460&utm_source=hs_email

SOLUTION: Language



SOLUTION: Language

https://grist.org/article/the-gops-most-famous-messaging-strategist-calls-for-climate-

action/?fbclid=IwAR2WgNBWerbU7OyvOJtExVQsEsYvovIL_m0ThTbKz4_ScqxfvD9vNu8YLsU

“The earth, our home, is beginning to look more and more like an 

immense pile of filth” Pope Francis





Lessons

• Focus on the persuadable middle, or activate the alarmend/concerned; 

don’t expect to change deniers

• Rely on trusted voices (for instance, health professionals)

• Knowing there is a scientific consensus helps

• Language is important

• Peer pressure is one of the strongest motivators

SOLUTION: Communication







“Anxieties and doubts can be healthy and creative, not only for 

the person, but for society, because they permit new and 

original approaches to reality.  …What disintegrates in periods 

of rapid transformation is not the self, but its defenses and 

assumptions.  Self-protection restricts vision and movement 

like a suit of armor, making it harder to adapt.”  - Joanna Macy

“[one] who remains passive when overwhelmed with grief loses 

the best chance of recovering elasticity of mind” - Charles 

Darwin 

SOLUTION: Attending to emotions



Ritual & “Navigating the emotional terrain of eco-anxiety and grief”

- Jennifer Atkinson, Judy Twedt, Univ. Washington

• “If you can name it, you can tame it” – creating time & space for grief

• The role of ritual and expressive arts

• Provide a way to take action

SOLUTION: Attending to emotions



SOLUTION: Framing



SOLUTION: Doomism

“The new climate wars…defeatism has succeeded outright climate denial as 

the great obstacle to addressing the crisis.”



FRAMING: Carbon footprints



What could be wrong with carbon footprints?!

“The hard truth is that the answer to the question ‘What can I, as an 

individual, do to stop climate change?’ is: nothing. …

In terms of carbon, the individual decisions that we make are not going to add 

up to anything like the kind of scale of change that we need.  And I do believe 

that the fact that for so many people it’s so much more comfortable to talk 

about our own personal consumption, than to talk about systemic change, is a 

product of neoliberalism, that we have been trained to see ourselves as 

consumers first.“

-Naomi Klein

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2019/sep/14/naomi-klein-we-are-seeing-the-beginnings-of-the-era-of-

climate-barbarism

FRAMING: Carbon footprints



What could be wrong with carbon footprints?!

Do small actions give us moral license, or encourage more action?

FRAMING: Carbon footprints



FRAMING: The Importance (or not) of Personal Actions

Lessons:
On their own, they aren’t enough

But…they can lead to collective action (normalizing behaviors, and engaging in 

collective action)



Climate Justice.  Three points to consider:

1. Who’s mostly responsible? 

SOLUTION: Climate Justice Framing

“At the national level, this puts special responsibility on 

the US and Europe, where about 12% of the global 

population have spewed half the world’s fossil pollution. 

At the company level, it’s the 100 companies behind 

71% of industrial greenhouse gas emissions. At the 

individual level, the super-rich “polluter elite” are clear 

offenders, but we can’t ignore those of us in the global 

richest 10%, earning $38,000 and up, who account for 

about half of household carbon pollution. “



“…if you’re a nomad, you’re not an environmentalist. Those who 

are nomadic … do not care about the environment; they have no 

homeland.”

SOLUTION: Climate Justice Framing



“Environmentalism [is] the natural child of patriotism, because it’s 

the natural child of rootedness…if you’re a nomad, you’re not an 

environmentalist. Those who are nomadic … do not care about 

the environment; they have no homeland.”

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/nov/21/climate-denial-far-right-immigration

SOLUTION: Climate Justice Framing



Three points to consider:

2. Messages of community care can be co-opted

SOLUTION: Climate Justice Framing

“When the Roman empire fell, it was largely as a result of uncontrolled immigration – the empire 

could no longer control its borders, people came in from the east and all over the place”

- Boris Johnson before COP26, on why we should tackle the climate crisis



Three points to consider:

3. Maybe we need to think more in terms of restoration

SOLUTION: Climate Justice Framing



Lessons

Avoid doomism

View personal actions in the context of larger changes

Frame it as a justice issue…carefully

Engage in advocacy

SOLUTIONS: Framing



SOLUTIONS: Advocacy (civic engagement)



SOLUTIONS: Advocacy (civic engagement)

Lesson

Most are willing to advocate, but are 

hindered by not knowing what to do, or 

just need a catalyst to start



Concluding Lessons:

Know what actions make the most difference

Think of solutions on the group level

Don’t restrict actions to those that are quantifiable



What does this mean for how a congregation would respond?

Response             


